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they intend to follow the President
over the cliff.

If this legislation should reach the
President’s desk, it just might finally
force him to confront reality. But I
don’t expect any of that to happen.

The President intends to hand Iraq
over to the next President. In the
meantime, this President is waging an
Iraq veto war relying on Republicans
to act as mechanical robots and rub-
ber-stamp his vote on every single Iraq
policy the Democratic majority has
brought forward.

The American people may not under-
stand how badly they’ve been deceived
and misled by this administration, but
it’s going to continue. Sometime next
spring, the President will announce
things in Iraq are going so well he’ll
bring home a few thousand of our
troops. He’ll have them arrive in the
fall during the election, when Repub-
licans are desperate to explain why
they ignored the American people. He
will not tell us that 100,000 soldiers will
be permanently stationed in Iraq at 14
military bases the administration has
so artfully called enduring bases. Of
these, five are superbases: Camp Vic-
tory North, al Asad Air Base, Balad Air
Base, Camp Taji, and Tallil Air Base.
These are huge bases with everything
from video stores to supermarkets and
rental cars. They are so big that one of
them, Balad, 40 miles north of Bagh-
dad, is the second busiest airport in the
world, second only to Heathrow in the
amount of air traffic.

Building enduring bases stands for
indefinite U.S. military involvement in
Iraq, which is not something the Con-
gress or the American people want or
will stand for.

The President is running a war by
veto. If we could have a vote on a no
confidence motion, this war would be
over. But in our democracy, the ballot
box is the only vote of no confidence
and, regrettably, we have another year
to wait to get rid of the President.

That only reinforces the need for to-
day’s vote. If Republicans won’t sup-
port something as mild as this, then
the American people need to know the
Republicans are stonewalling. Every
time we force the debate out in the
open, the American people see it for
what it is.

If Republicans continue to prolong
the war, the American people will take
charge next November and unelect
even more Republicans.

We call this legislation a bridge fund,
meaning to build a way to bring our
soldiers out of Iraqg and home where
they belong. We’re trying, and we’re
not going to stop until the American
people can declare the mission accom-
plished and the men and women of our
Armed Forces are home.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
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hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY
AND NOT TO FAINT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
Luke records in his Gospel that ‘“‘men
ought always to pray and not to faint.”
That’s in Luke 18:1.

I believe in the power of prayer, and
I should note that the power of prayer
is beheld in the One to which we pray,
God Almighty.

Yesterday, my Governor, Sonny
Perdue of Georgia, hosted a special
prayer service at the Georgia Capitol
to pray that the Lord would provide
rain for our drought-ravaged State.
Governor Perdue wisely recognized
that a request such as this must be
made to a higher power, and I com-
mend him for his humility and wisdom
in calling on God to provide what man
cannot provide.

One of my favorite verses in the Bible
is Jeremiah 33:3, which states ‘Call
unto me and I will answer thee and
show thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not.”

The book of Hebrews, in 14:16 states,
“Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.”

We are a needy people, in desperate
need of God’s mercy and grace.
Throughout Scripture, we are com-
manded to pray and seek God’s face,
not as a last resort but as the first
order of business.

My home State of Georgia is facing
one of the most severe droughts in its
history. Our rivers and reservoirs are
at record lows, and many of our com-
munities face water shortages that
could challenge their ability to meet
water supply needs in the near and dis-
tant future.

The situation has gotten so bleak
that the Georgia Environmental Pro-
tection Division, EPD, has declared a
Level 4 drought response across the
northern third of Georgia, which pro-
hibits most types of outdoor residen-
tial water use. In fact, many nurseries
and outdoor plant suppliers are going
out of business because of this.

Worse yet, many forecasters are call-
ing for a dry, mild winter that could
result in serious water supply problems
by spring.

I've had the privilege and honor of
working with my fellow delegation
members in a truly bipartisan effort to
come up with practical responses, such
as conservation and water manage-
ment, to Georgia’s water crisis. Despite
our best efforts in Washington and in
Georgia, there’s no legislative solution
to this problem. The issue at the heart
of our drought problem is a severe lack
of rain, and there is nothing that gov-
ernment can do to change that.
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The Apostle Paul tells us to make
our requests known to God with
thanksgiving, so I gratefully acknowl-
edge what the Lord has done for us al-
ready and boldly call upon Him to show
favor on us yet again by sending rain
to my beloved State of Georgia. God
has not failed us before, and I'm con-
fident He will not fail us now in our
time of need.

At a time when religion has been
continually forced from the public
square, I want to offer my sincere
thanks to Governor Perdue for his bold
and faithful trust in the Almighty. His
efforts helped unite hundreds of Geor-
gians from all walks of life, leaders and
citizens from varying faiths and de-
nominations, races and ages for this
prayer service.

So I join the Governor and fellow
Georgians in calling out to God to pro-
vide rain from heaven, and I pray that
the Lord will give wisdom and discern-
ment to the Governor and each of us in
leadership positions to address the
drought and its devastating effects on
our State and our citizens.

So I pray, Lord, You are sovereign
and completely in control of all things,
and I acknowledge Your awesome
power and authority.

All things are in Your control, and
nothing is too small or too great to
bring before You. When you walked on
the Earth in the person of our Lord
Jesus Christ, You spoke and stilled the
waves and calmed the winds. You spoke
into the existence, the heavens and the
Earth. You created man in your image,
and I know you can alleviate the severe
drought conditions we face in Georgia.

So Lord, I ask in the name of Jesus
that you bring down rain from heaven
and refresh our land, fill our reservoirs
and dry lakes and streams. I pray that
You will quench our parched land, and
I implore You, Lord, to show mercy
upon us and to see us through this dif-
ficulty and show Your awesome hand
in moving nature to suit Your will and
bless Your people that call upon Your
name.

Thank You, Lord for all that You
have done and will continue to do for
us. And I pray this in the precious pow-
erful name of our Lord and Savior, in
the name of Jesus Christ I pray this.
Amen.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

0 2230

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE AGAINST
PHILADELPHIA’S POLICE OFFI-
CERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.

SCHWARTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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